DIAGNOSTIC TEST

CLASSIFICATION TERMS

Multiple Choice Questions

1.  The hierarchical system of naming, describing and classifying organisms is:

A. biodiversity

B. taxonomy

C. kingdoms

2. An example of a structural characteristic is:

A. presence or absence of a skeleton

B. habitat

C. food eaten

3. A characteristic that is not useful when identifying unknown museum specimens is:

A. number of appendages

B. body covering

C. body temperature

4. The 2 kingdoms containing micro-organisms are:

A. Monera and Protista

B. Plantae and Fungi

C. Plantae and Animalia

5. Fungi and plants are alike in that they both:

A. have chlorophyll

B. are heterotrophic

C. have cell walls

6. A group of organisms with similar characteristics that can naturally breed to produce fertile offspring is a:

A. species

B. family

C. genus

7. The term meaning ‘single-celled’ is:

A. unicellular

B. multicellular

C. extracellular

8. The term meaning ‘having no distinct nucleus and no internal membranes inside cells’ is:

A. heterotrophic

B. autotrophic

C. prokaryotic

9. The kingdoms with eukaryotic organisms are:

A. Protista, Fungi, Plantae, Animalia

B. only Plantae

C. Monera and Protista

10. In the Plant kingdom, the term ‘phylum’ is also called:

A. order

B. division

C. family

True-False Questions

11. The organisms Canis familiaris and Canis lupus are of the same genus but different species.

12. A donkey and a horse are of the same species because they can breed to produce a mule.

13. The level at which organisms are most alike is the kingdom level. 

14. A dichotomous key is used to identify organisms.

15. All protists are microscopic.

Short Answer Questions

16. The acronym MRS.GREN is used to recall the characteristics if living organisms. For what does it stand?

17. For what does the mnemonic ‘King Paul Cries Out For Good Soup’ stand?

18. What characteristics do fungi share with plants, and with animals?

19. Why is it necessary to have a classification system for living things?

20. Design a dichotomous key to distinguish between these animals – snake, lizard, butterfly and human.

DIAGNOSTIC TEST

CLASSIFICATION TERMS

ANSWERS

1.B  2.A  3.C  4.A  5.C  6.A  7.A  8.C  9.A  10.B

11.T  12.F  13.F  14.T  15.F

16. Movement, Respiration, Sensitivity to surroundings, Growth, Reproduction, Excretion, Nutrition

17. Kingdom, Phylum, Class, Order, Family Genus, Species

18. Fungi and plants are similar in that they both lack considerable movement and have cell walls. Fungi and animals are similar in that they both are do not photosynthesise and derive nutrients from other living organisms (heterotrophic).

19. To group organisms with similar features, to identify new unknown species, to communicate worldwide with other scientists, to identify organisms that are useful in terms of providing medicines, are poisonous or endangered

20. Various answers. Check that you used structural characteristics only and that there are 2 options at each step.

