
What do you know already about the ‘Greenhouse Effect’? Jot down your notes here.

Now read the article that follows and answer the questions.

If you have ever wondered what to expect from climate change as the planet warms up, consider the natural disasters of recent years. The United States has experienced the worst fire seasons since anyone can remember. The resulting erosion, contaminated water supplies and loss of wildlife will have devastating repercussions. In eastern Russia, typhoons similar to our Australian cyclones left in their wake three months of rain in only a few days. When typhoons of this scale hit Bangladesh and India, millions of people have lost their homes and their livelihoods. Satellite technology has revealed that the Antarctic ice sheet is diminishing by one centimetre a year and large glaciers are breaking away forming enormous icebergs as a result of the increased temperature. Closer to home, the CSIRO figures from the year 2000 predicted that by the year 2050, there should be 20 % more hot days than there are at present. By 2100, sea levels will have risen by up to a metre. By 2070, Australia’s snowfields may not be viable.

There are lots of reasons for the global warming – emission of carbon dioxide and methane, acid rain and smog. The carbon dioxide may be the result of combustion of fossil fuels by cars, coal-burning power stations and factories, or by expired gases from respiring plankton floating in the vast oceans. Methane is emitted by rotting vegetation and ruminant cattle. Many scientists believe that we have reached a time when we must confront the impact of human activity. Others believe more evidence is required and that the global warming is a natural fluctuation that has occurred during earth’s history. 

Questions

1. Global warming has caused global problems. Name one problem in:

(a) USA 




















(b) Eastern Russia 


















(c) Bangladesh and India 

















(d) Antarctica 



















2. What are the Australian CSIRO predictions by the year:

(a) 2050 



















(b) 2100 



















(c) 2070 



















3. CO2 is produced by the ‘combustion of fossil fuels’. What does this mean? 




















4. Methane is produced from rotting vegetation. In what countries could this pose the greatest problem? 















5. Methane is also produced by ruminant cattle. Politely explain what this means. 



















6. What are the two conflicting ideas of scientific thought as regards the cause of the Greenhouse Effect? 




































7. If global warming is caused by human impact, outline 5 things that you as an individual can do to prevent further warming. 
























































8. If global warming is caused by human impact, outline 5 things that the Australian government can do to prevent further warming. 
































































